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What is the
Just Housing 
Amendment?

(Cook Cty., Ill.,  Hum. Rts. Ord. § 42-38)

A law that gives over 1 
million Cook County 
residents and their families 
a fair shot at finding a 
good home. 
• Prohibits discrimination against 

those with arrest or conviction 
records in all housing transactions

• 4+ years of advocacy and 
coalition-building

• Came into effect in February 2020



Exceptions to the JHA

Uptown People's Law 
Center

1. Sex offense registrations

2. Child sex offense residency restrictions

3. Producing methamphetamines on federal property IF 
applying to federally subsidized housing. 



Only in 
Cook County!

Uptown People's Law 
Center



What does the JHA do?
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1. Unlawful to discriminate

2. Application process changes

3. Enforcement mechanism 



Unlawful to discriminate:

Uptown People's Law 
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“No person shall make any 
distinction, discrimination, or 
restriction in the price, terms, 
conditions, or privileges of any 
real estate transaction, including 
the decision to engage in or renew 
any real estate transaction, on the 
basis of unlawful discrimination 
or covered criminal history.”



Unlawful to discriminate:
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The landlord CANNOT…

X Say “no felonies”; “no 
criminal record” in the ad

X Refuse to show a listing
X Change the listing
X Ask about criminal history 
X Have a checkbox on the 

application 



Uptown People's Law 
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1. Prequalification

New application process

4. Recent conviction = 
written 
individualized 
assessment

3. Consider ONLY 
convictions from last 3 
years 

2. Background Check

Copy of background check
Applicant has 5 days to respond

Not arrests, citations, dropped 
charges, juvenile records, 
expunged records, 
deferral/diversion programs 
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180 DAYS
( about 6 months)
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Enforcement Mechanism

• File complaint with Cook 
County Commission

• Individual cause of action

• Settlement or mediation 
 

•  Damages

• Training and compliance 
monitoring 
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Impact and challenges 

• Can get people housed or 
paid

• Burden on housing provider

• Keeping families together; 
people in their communities

• Dignity

• Lack of knowledge

• Timing & logistics 

• Uncharted waters

• Exceptions



Uptown People's Law 
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For more info or for free 
legal assistance, contact 

Ashley Bishel at Uptown 
People’s Law Center:

(773) 769-1411
ashley@uplcchicago.org





Please go to this link for the videos 

and for the legislative action:

All info is at this link:  

https://linktr.ee/Chicago400

Website: www.Chicago400.net

https://linktr.ee/Chicago400
http://www.chicago400.net/


OUR GOAL IS SAFE COMMUNITIES

• Prevent abuse, violence, harm

• Support crime survivors

• Hold people accountable for harm

• Support all people after crime or 
incarceration

• Don’t sabotage our reentry

Chicago 400 Alliance partner organizations:

Above & Beyond Family Recovery Center

AIDS Foundation of Chicago

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation (CAASE)

Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression (CAARPR)

Housing Action Illinois endorsed our bill—and you can too!

Kolbe House Jail Ministry

Legal Council for Health Justice

Safer Foundation

Shriver Center on Poverty Law



Who are the Chicago 400?

People in Chicago

*most are homeless because 
  of housing banishment laws

*who are homeless

with past convictions that require registration

who therefore have to re-register 
at police every week

We started in Chicago 

and are now statewide.



We are challenging 
Illinois registry and 
housing banishment 
laws

THE FUTURE WILL ONLY CONTAIN 
WHAT WE PUT INTO IT NOW



The maps and drawings are by the Chicago 400.





PUBLIC CONVICTION 

REGISTRIES









[Your name here]

[Your address here]
[Your conviction here]

 

• 47% of Illinoisans  

  have arrest or 

  conviction records

 



[Your name here]

[Your address here]
[Your conviction here]

 

Illinois public conviction registries

Violent offenses against youth
Murder
Methamphetamine manufacturing

Arson
Sex offense

Gun Offense (Chicago)
Animal Abuse (Cook County)

• 47% of Illinoisans  

  have arrest or 

  conviction records

 



• 1 in 145 men are listed on a public conviction registry

• 1 in 42 Black men are listed on a public conviction registry

• 1 in 212 men are listed on the sex offense registry

• 1 in 84 Black men are listed on the sex offense registry

[Your name here]

[Your address here]
[Your conviction here]

 

In Illinois:

Illinois public conviction registries

Violent offenses against youth
Murder
Methamphetamine manufacturing

Arson
Sex offense

Gun Offense (Chicago only)
Animal Abuse (Cook County)

• 47% of Illinoisans  

  have arrest or 

  conviction records

 





Illinois police conduct more than 100,000 
re-registrations per year. 

Some 70,356 of those are re-registrations 
of 1,300 homeless people



HOUSING 

BANISHMENT

LAWS





Map depicts 500-foot housing 

banishment zones.

The open areas are not residential: 

water treatment plant, gas station, 

church with large parking lot, 

commercial buildings, motels, golf 

course, and two cemeteries.

Region of Champaign Urbana, Illinois

Map by Angel from Illinois Voices

HOUSING 

BANISHMENT

region in 

Champaign-Urbana



Map depicts 500-foot housing 

banishment zones.

The open areas are not residential: 

water treatment plant, gas station, 

church with large parking lot, 

commercial buildings, motels, golf 

course, and two cemeteries.

Region of Champaign Urbana, Illinois.

Map by Angel from Illinois Voices

HOUSING 

BANISHMENT

region in 

Champaign-Urbana



This shows housing and presence banishment zones. 
License-exempt home daycares are not included 
because they are not publicly listed.

Data by Chicago 400 Alliance and 

Statisticians Without Borders.



This shows housing and presence banishment zones. 
License-exempt home daycares are not included 
because they are not publicly listed.

Data by Chicago 400 Alliance and 

Statisticians Without Borders.





• 1/5 of the people on the sex offense 

registry in Chicago are homeless. 

• 80% of those homeless are Black 

men from the West and South Sides.

• Most had stable housing but their 

homes were made illegal.

• These laws create churn. People go 

are housed, become homeless, 

register weekly, and go to prison.

• This cycle lasts an entire life. 

Housing is never stable.

• Outside prison, these laws force 

400-500 Chicagoans into 

homelessness at any one time.

• In IDOC, we have always had 1,300 

people incarcerated past their 

outdates. Now they are released due 

to a federal injunction and packed 

into these temporary housing 

clusters that IDOC is paying for.

• But there is still no housing due to 

banishment laws. They will still be 

banished.



Illinois banishment zones change all the time. 

When people find housing, they are still never stable.

They will never be stable UNTIL banishment laws are changed.



Before I had to register, 
I lived in a house.

After I got to register, 
place where I live now.

Bus stop. 
This is on hot days.

Blue line train. 
This is where I sleep 
every night.

Abandon building. 
I sleep here when I have 
no money for train. 

Housing is a human need.   

              Why make housing a crime?

 



See Chicago 400 

weekly video.

https://vimeo.com/810000743/1e6fd09a76

https://vimeo.com/810000743/1e6fd09a76


Of the total 2,806 who had ever been homeless,
1,293 are Homeless but no FTR
1,513 of these are Homeless, FTR, SOR
 1,302 of those are Homeless, FTR, Prison, SOR

Of those who were ever homeless 

on a registry in the past 10 years, 

53.9% had one or more failure to 

register felonies.

FAIL TO REG
HOMELESS NA           Y              Total   
         NA                  98.1       1.9           100  
         Y                     46.1     53.9 100 

FAIL TO REG
HOMELESS NA             Y             Total   

  NA      263,360    5017       268,377
            Y                 1293      1513 2,806
      Total           264,653    6,530       271,183

Not all individuals were in the IDOC recently. The failure to register 
convictions may have been more than 8 years ago.

53%

1,513 persons homeless on at 
least one occasion and failure to 
register on at least one occasion.

2,806 persons homeless on at 
least one occasion regardless of 

failure to register status.

We looked at combined 

data sets of the past 10 

years – IDOC and public 

conviction registries.

CHURN

And these folks represent 42% 

of all failure to register felonies. 42%





Senator Lightford + SB 2158 subject-matter hearing team

Please 

help us 

pass 
SB2158



REDUCE HOUSING 

BANISHMENT

1. Reduce housing 
banishment from 500 feet to 

250 feet. Remove home day 

care from banishment list.

2. Grandfather people in. 

 Do not make a home “illegal” if 

the banishment zones 

change.

3. End weekly. Allow homeless 

people to register same as 

housed people (annually or 
quarterly).

SB 2158

Sen. Lightford
Rep. Lilly

REDUCE FOOTPRINT 

OF REGISTRIES

4. Change failure to 
register from a felony 

to a misdemeanor.

5. Makes fee waivers 

standard and easy for 

poor people.

6. Reduce Murder / VOAY 

from 10 years to 5 years. 

(Does not impact lifetime 

registration.)



From Meet the Chicago 400: Lessons in the Carceral State

The Drawing Center, New York, Jan 2020 

 



From Meet the Chicago 400: Lessons in the Carceral State

The Drawing Center, New York, Jan 2020 

 

Support the Chicago 400 Alliance

• Take the online action. 

• Endorse the bill.

• Become a C400 Alliance partner organization.

• Follow us on Twitter @Chicago400

• Donate time, staff, lobbying, funds. Anything helps.

• Use people-first language, not degrading labels.
 

We are an all-volunteer campaign. We need you.
 

All info is at this link:  https://linktr.ee/Chicago400

https://linktr.ee/Chicago400


From Meet the Chicago 400: Lessons in the Carceral State

The Drawing Center, New York, Jan 2020 

 

Support the Chicago 400 Alliance

• Take the online action. 

• Endorse the bill.

• Become a C400 Alliance partner organization.

• Follow us on Twitter @Chicago400

• Donate time, staff, lobbying, funds. Anything helps.

• Use people-first language, not degrading labels.
 

We are all volunteers. We need you.
 

All info is at this link:  https://linktr.ee/Chicago400

We need support from all around the state. 

Please join us to meet with your state 

legislators. Let them know this matters to 

YOU and your district.

https://linktr.ee/Chicago400


For years, CPD gave “blue cards” to people experiencing 

homelessness. We waited all day to “re-register.” 







Chicago Police 

Headquarters

People waiting in the 

“Criminal Registration Unit”

People from all registries



Chicago Police 

Headquarters

People waiting in the 

“Criminal Registration Unit”

People from all registries





Chicago Police 

Headquarters

People waiting in the 

“Criminal Registration Unit”

People from all registries



Outside the 

police station



people wanted 

legal help

We meet on 

the street



We meet on 

the street



We met at 

McDonald’s



because people 

waited at McDonald’s



because people 

waited at McDonald’s



people wanted 

legal help



McDonald’s legal 

talk desk









We did a lot of 

programming at 

McDonald’s and 

elsewhere.



McDonald’s 

Fellowship Week





Reminder:

It is freezing 

in Chicago



We held 

conferences 

away from the 

police station

People did 

not feel they 

could talk 

freely at the 

police station.



We organized by 

days of the week. 

People had to 

register on the same 

day every week.



From Meet the Chicago 400: Lessons in the Carceral State

The Drawing Center, New York, January 2020 

 

We started 

meeting every 

Saturday



From Meet the Chicago 400: Lessons in the Carceral State

The Drawing Center, New York, January 2020 

 

We reclaimed 

the blue cards











Our logo is based 

on the blue cards
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