
Survey Results: The State Budget Impasse Is Causing Homelessness in Illinois 
Advocates Call for a Responsible Budget with Adequate Revenue 

 
Homeless Service Provider Contacts for Media Inquires 

 
For more information contact: Bob Palmer, Policy Director, Housing Action Illinois at 
312-282-3959 (cell) or bob@housingactionil.org 
 
Additional homeless service provider contacts are available upon request. 
 
Jackie Edens 
Executive Director 
Inner Voice, Chicago 
312.994.4351 office 
312-636-0090 cell 
Has 187 units of housing with supportive services.  Had to lay off 3 out of 4 social 
workers that provided support services to formerly homeless people to keep them stable 
in housing 
  
Evan Cauble-Johnson 
Inspiration Corporation, Chicago 
773-878-0981 ext 204 
Has 137 units of housing with supportive services.  Had to lay off 3 staff.  Case loads 
greatly increased.  Some people will no longer receive services. Has stories from 
residents. 
  
Dr. Sanja Stinson 
Executive Director 
Matthew House, Chicago 
773-339-8216 
Laid off 2.5 staff from supportive housing program. Cut transportation and mental health 
services.   
 
Felix R. Matlock, Jr.  
Regional Vice President, Resident Services  
Mercy Housing Lakefront, Chicago 
312-447-4500 
Had to close computer labs, which aid in job searching, resume building, skill 
development.  Case management personnel have been reduced and if the impasse 
continues, case management services will be further impacted. 
 
Rick Velasquez 
Executive Director 
Youth Outreach Services, Chicago 
773-777-7112  ext. 7225 (office) 
773.852.3238 (cell) 



One of their adolescent substance abuse treatment programs has been closed, 
impacting 90 youth. If the budget impasse is not resolved in September, they will have 
to eliminate their host home and shelter services for runaway and homeless youth. 
 
Rod Lane 
Executive Director 
Helping Hands of Springfield 
217-502-9503 
Staff is sacrificing with more work and less pay to keep budget impasse from impacting 
people agency services. 
 
Sarah Parker-Scanlon 
Shelter Care Ministries 
Interim Executive Director, Rockford 
Office 815-964-5520 ext 281 
Cell 815-708-2494 
Unable to pay utility bills at many of their rental properties for homeless families. 
 
 
Sherrie Crabb 
Executive Director 
Family Counseling Center, Inc., Vienna 
Office: 618.658.2611 
Cell: 618.658.0764 
Family Counseling Center just recently acquired additional services due to the forced 
closure of another mental health agency, Delta Center, Inc. within our service area. As a 
result, 65% of the Delta Center workforce was lost and several programs/sites were 
shut down including a HUD-sponsored housing program for the homeless. 
 
Isak Griffiths  
Executive Director 
Courage Connections, Champaign-Urbana 
IGriffiths@courageconnection.org 
217-819-4611 
Only has cash on hand to make one more payroll in September. 
 
Lynda Schueler 
Executive Director 
Housing Forward, Maywood 
708.338.1724 x223 
Proposed cut in state funding does not cover required match for federal funding. 
 
Valencia Whitely 
Executive Director 
Interdependent Living Solutions Center, Homewood 
708-365-6663 



If the budget impasse continues disabled veterans and adults will loose their housing 
and will either be sent to nursing homes or be homeless 
 
Pat Davenport 
Executive Director 
A Safe Place for Help, Zion 
847-731-7165 
Number of calls to crisis line for domestic violence victims has increased by 45% due to 
reduction of services at other agencies and own resources to serve victims have also 
been reduced. 
 
Patty Mullen 
Assistant Director 
Good Samaritan Ministries, Carbondale 
618-457-5794 (work) 
618-559-5296 (cell) 
If does not see state grant funds by mid-September will be forced to cut hours and 
programs. 
 
Lynn O'Shea 
President/CEO  
Association for Individual Development, Aurora 
630-966-4000 
They have a client with severe mental health issues who has lived independently with a 
state funded rental subsidy for several years. Her landlord recently received a letter 
from the subsidy administrator that because there is no state budget and funds are 
frozen, her rent payments will be delayed. The client is continuing to pay her portion of 
the rent, but if the state doesn’t pay their share the tenant may very well be evicted. 
 


