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T H E  L ACK  O F  AF F O R D AB L E  H O U SIN G  I S  A  PE R SIST E N T  PR O B L E M—B U T  O N E  T H AT  
CAN  B E  SO L VE D !  

 
F oreclosu res con t in u e t o rise in  I llin ois.  Foreclosure filings—default notices, scheduled 
auctions and bank repossessions—were reported on 151,304 Illinois properties for 2010, up 15% 
from 2009 and 52% above the level reported for 2008. RealtyTrac 2011. 
 
Sign  of  H op e:  In July 2011, the State of Illinois will rollout the federal Hardest Hit Program, which 
will assist approximately 20,000 households pay their mortgage. 
 
R en t ers are on e of  t h e m an y h id d en  vict im s of  t h e f oreclosu re crisis.  In 2010, there 
were 5,904 apartment building foreclosures in the City of Chicago. These properties contained a total 
of 17,467 units. Tenants in Foreclosure Intervention Project 2010 Report, Lawyers’ Committee for 
Better Housing, 2010. 
 
Sign  of  H op e:  We successfully advocated for state legislation that will make it easier for tenants in 
foreclosed buildings to get their security deposit back. 
 
Workers st ru ggle t o af f ord  t h e ren t .  A full-time worker in Illinois must earn $17.38 per hour in 
order to afford the cost of an average two-bedroom apartment ($904) without paying more than 30% 
of income on housing. Out of Reach, National Low Income Housing Coalition, 2011.  
 
Sen iors,  p eop le wit h  d isab ilit ies an d  ot h ers wit h  lim it ed  in com es lack af f ord ab le 
p laces t o live.  In 2010, a person with a disability receiving monthly SSI payments needed to spend 
115% of their monthly income—an impossibility—in order to rent an average one-bedroom unit. 
Priced Out in 2010, Technical Assistance Collaborative (TAC), 2011. 
 
Sign  of  H op e:  The State of Illinois Rental Housing Support Program helps approximately 2,500 
extremely low-income households annually with rent subsidies. 
 
H om elessn ess am on g sch ool age ch ild ren  is on  t h e rise.   During the 2009-10 school year, 
there were 33,367 students defined as homeless enrolled in Illinois public schools, 3.6% of all 
students enrolled, representing a 27% increase over three years. National Center for Homeless 
Education, June 2011. 
 
Sign  of  H op e:  Federal and state-funded prevention programs provide financial assistance that keep 
people in their homes.  Funded through federal stimulus funds, the Homeless Prevention and Rapid 
Rehousing (HPRP) Program prevented and ended homelessness for approximately 690,000 people 
during its first year. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2011. 
 
Man y m ore p eop le live in  n u rsin g h om es an d  ot h er in st it u t ion s t h an  n ecessary.  Illinois 
ranks second to last nationally in serving people with developmental disabilities in community-based 
settings. The State of the States in Developmental Disabilities, The University of Colorado, 2011. 
 
Sign  of  H op e:  The State of Illinois has recently settled two class action lawsuits that mandate that 
people in institutions will be able to make choices about where they live. 
 

We are workin g t o d o m ore t o solve t h ese p rob lem s.    
V isit  www.h ou sin gact ion il. org t o f in d  ou t  h ow you  can  h elp .  


