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Who are you?

Name
Organization

• What are you hoping to get out of 
today’s discussion?

• What is a question you have about 
housing/homelessness in Rockford?





What’s going on in D.C.?
Battle of the budgets 

• Trump administration proposal: $41.2 billion for 
HUD programs in fiscal year 2019 

• 14.2% below 2017 level
• Senate proposal: $54 billion

• $1.3 billion above HUD’s 2018 budget
• House proposal: $53 billion

• $855 million below Senate proposal



What’s going on in D.C.?
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing suspended

• 2015: AFFH advances the Fair Housing Act of 1968; 
local governments must analyze barriers to fair 
housing choice and create plans to address housing 
discrimination

• January 2018: HUD announces suspension of rule 
until 2020 

• May 2018: Three advocacy organizations file suit 
against HUD

• June 2018: Rep. Waters (D-CA) introduces bill to 
reinstate AFFH rule, expand fair housing protected 
classes, restore “free from discrimination” to HUD’s 
mission statement



What’s going on in D.C.?
National Housing Trust Fund

• First new housing resource since 1974 targeted to 
building, rehabilitating, preserving, and operating 
rental housing for extremely low-income people

• 2016: First allocations to states were distributed 
($174 million)

• 2018: Illinois will get $9.8 million through the fund
• June 2018: Reorganization plan released by Trump 

Administration to reorganize and consolidate federal 
departments; seems to propose shift away from HTF 
and would cap HTF



What’s going on in Springfield?

We have a state budget!

Modest increases:

• $1 million increase for the Emergency and Transitional 
Housing Program (total funding of $10,383,700)

• $450,000 increase for the Homeless Youth Program,  
(total funding of $5,005,000)

Overall FY19 operating budget: $38.5 billion
($600 million increase over current)



What’s going on in Springfield?
Recent Successes
• Protecting children from lead poisoning by updating 

Illinois’ definition to meet CDC standard
• Ensuring applicants can find out their public housing 

waiting list status in 10 business days
• Clarifying recent changes to the security deposit return 

act (landlords cannot withhold for regular wear and 
tear)

• Creation of Immigration Tenant Protection Act

Challenges
• Eviction legislation—we’ll get to this
• Fair Tax Campaign



Rental Affordability

What’s going on in Rockford?

2018 Out of Reach report



261 people 
experience 
homelessness 
every night

2018 Point-in-Time Count

What’s going on in Rockford?



4.55% eviction rate

3.25 evictions per day

An eviction rate is the number of evictions per 
100 renter homes in an area. This eviction rate 
indicates that 4+ of every 100 renter homes 
faced eviction in Rockford in 2016.

What’s going on in Rockford?

The Eviction Lab



What’s going on in Rockford?



What’s going on in Rockford?







The Eviction Process in 
Illinois

Eviction notices define the reason the landlord 
wants the tenant to move out.
If tenants do not do what the notice demands, the landlord 
can file an eviction. Common reasons include non-payment 
of rent, a lease violation, or the end of a lease

The landlord files an eviction case in court against 
the tenant after the notice expires if the tenant 
still occupies the property.

Eviction cases are decided by the court or by 
agreement between the landlord and tenant.

Only the Sheriff can forcibly remove a tenant.
The Sheriff can only do so after an eviction order has been 
entered by the court.
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Discretionary Sealing 
735 ILCS 5/9-121(b)

Mandatory Sealing 
735 ILCS 5/9-121(c)

Current 
Illinois Law



Who is evicted?

People in Poverty People of Color
• 92% of evictions filed for nonpayment of 

rent
• 1/3 of those tenants were spending <80% of 

income on housing costs

• 1 in 14 renters are evicted from 
predominately Black neighborhoods



Who is evicted?

Families Women
• Neighborhoods with more children have 

more evictions
• A tenant’s chance of eviction increases with 

the number of children they have

• Women make up 60% of evicted tenants 
(and only 14% of landlords)

• Black women are 3x more likely to be 
evicted as White women



Eviction + 
Housing

Eviction creates barriers to 
public and private housing 
markets, which can leave many 
people to double up or 
experience homelessness after 
an eviction



Eviction + 
Community

People who are forced to move 
are more likely to relocate to an 
area with less opportunities—
but the same housing costs.  



Eviction + 
Financial Stability

Unstable housing can lead to 
unstable employment, and 
people often have to get rid of 
possessions and deplete their 
savings to move after an 
eviction.



Eviction + 
Health

Experiencing an eviction—or even just 
the threat of an eviction—is linked to 
poor mental and physical health for 
individuals and families. 



What is the 
financial cost 
of eviction?

(in Chicago alone)





In the U.S., there are
4 evictions filed every minute. 





UNDERSTANDING EVICTION IN

Illinois
Rockford, Illinois

A PowerPoint Presentation generated by The Eviction Lab at Princeton University

For further information, visit evictionlab.org



Illinois experienced 26,453 
evictions in 2016

• Number of evictions per day: 72.28

• Eviction Rate: 1.58%*

* An eviction rate is the number of evictions per 100 renter-occupied households



Rockford experienced 1,189 
evictions in 2016

• Number of evictions per day: 3.25

• Eviction Rate: 4.55%*

* An eviction rate is the number of evictions per 100 renter-occupied households



Comparison of eviction rates in 2016 Comparison of eviction rates over time

1 Illinois Illinois
2 Rockford Rockford
3 United States United States



Illinois
2016

72.28
EVICTIONS PER DAY

1.58%
EVICTION RATE

Evictions 26,453

Eviction Filing Rate 3.41%

Eviction Filings 56,948

Population 12,873,761

% Renter-Occupied Households 33.61%

Poverty Rate 10.48%

Median Gross Rent $907

Median Household Income $57,574

Median Property Value $173,800

Rent Burden 30.3%

Black 14.13%

White 62.47%

Hispanic/Latinx 16.49%

Asian 4.98%

American Indian/Alaska Native 0.11%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.02%

Multiple Races 1.67%

Other Races 0.14%

CENSUS DEMOGRAPHICS

Rockford
2016

3.25
EVICTIONS PER DAY

4.55%
EVICTION RATE

Evictions 1,189

Eviction Filing Rate 6.24%

Eviction Filings 1,630

Population 150,283

% Renter-Occupied Households 44.46%

Poverty Rate 20.44%

Median Gross Rent $728

Median Household Income $38,716

Median Property Value $94,200

Rent Burden 32.5%

Black 20.89%

White 55.47%

Hispanic/Latinx 17.81%

Asian 3.01%

American Indian/Alaska Native 0.11%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.01%

Multiple Races 2.57%

Other Races 0.13%

CENSUS DEMOGRAPHICS















Landlord Screening
Public court records are available online, and tenant 
screening companies sell tenant records. 

These turn up eviction filings. A filing does not mean that 
there was a judgment against a tenant.



Filing vs. Negative Judgment
An eviction filing is publicly available even for:

• Cases that were dismissed
• Cases where tenants were able to successfully defend against 

the eviction
• Cases where tenants are named as necessary parties, but did no 

wrong, such as when they are renting a condo and their landlord 
is facing foreclosure

Too often, people do not understand that a filing does not 
means someone was actually evicted.



Sealing Records
The practice of removing certain court records from 
public view. Permission of the court is required to 
access information about a sealed case.













Legal Precedent for Sealing 
Eviction Filings 
California mandates all eviction records remain private unless the plaintiff 
(landlord) prevails within 60 days of filing the eviction lawsuit

Combating Tenant Blacklisting Based on Housing Court Records: A Survey 
of Approaches (September 2017)





More Policy Recommendations

Increase Legal Resources for Defendants

Increase Tenant Education

Reinstate Court Recording of Eviction Cases

Restrict the Use of Eviction Court Records



More Policy Recommendations

Expand Emergency Rental Assistance

Raise Public Awareness 

Establish Consumer Protections for 
Residential Applications

Increase Affordable Housing



What You Can Do

• Help us figure out what’s going on in 
Rockford and throughout Illinois

• Endorse the campaign to seal filings
• Story collection
• Learn more, share, keep talking


